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From  Bob Reed: 

Dear Member, 

     As you will know, the Society is soon to move to its new meeting base in the 

office block of the National Trust at Hatfield Forest.  I am writing this newsletter to let you know 

the arrangements both for the move and the forthcoming season.  Firstly, meetings will still be 

7.45pm for 8.00pm, I have enclosed a map showing the overall location and a ‘Google Earth’ version 

showing Parking, there will be a sign – BSNHS on the gate.  There should be sufficient parking but 

there are no white lines and the possibility of the odd piece of parked machinery so take care! I 

would appreciate it if people could ‘buddy-up’ and help others out who may not have their own 

transport. The main message is please support the move, with it lies the future for the society.  The 

move has been forced on us for financial reasons, we can no longer afford, as a Society, the £80-90 

(Room + Speaker) an evening at the Apton Road Day Centre.  The committee see the offer of a 

meeting base on the Forest not only as a lifeline but also as an opportunity to update the society and 

take it in a new direction. We have to face the fact that the days of the ‘old style’ society are over, 

I need not remind people with your interests that either we evolve and change to meet modern needs 

or we go extinct. There is little doubt that without this present opportunity we should be looking at 

closing down in the near future,  instead we could be looking forward to a new and exciting future 

for the society but only with your support. Even if you are unable to attend meetings please continue 

to support the society through your subscription and try and encourage others to join – it is a proven 

fact that more new members are attracted through word of mouth than any other means. 

 

 During the following year we propose to implement the following:- 

● the staff on the Forest would very much like us to become involved in various projects and surveys 

which they do not have the time to carry out themselves.  These projects will have a direct influence 

on the way the Forest is managed for wildlife.  I have included a list of such proposals later and 

would see this as an opportunity to make a really worthwhile contribution to the management of our 

local National Nature Reserve. 

There are a list of non members from the Wood Fest who expressed an interest in this type of 

project and it may well be that we can recruit new ‘members’ in this way. Do you know anyone? We 

may have to face the fact that people may want to attend and help without the commitment of 

membership. 

●in line with our commitment to working on the forest, the society would have a new group name 

called ‘Forest Nature’, this will be included in a new logo depicting changing forest scenes. 

●photography will form a strong element in the recording process. It will enable us to provide an 

attractive and visual record of our findings as well as providing resources and display material for 

the Discovery Room in the Forest.  If you are not a photographer then you are not excluded but 

digital photography is not difficult and I am sure that someone will help out with the computer side.  

You can still take photos old-style of course. 



●we would be looking to increase our use of e-mail communication, this is fast, efficient and 

expected these days.  Members without this facility would not of course be excluded, normal ‘hard 

copy’will be available and we would ask that we operate a ‘buddy’ system to pass on messages when 

required. 

●www.stortvalleywild.co.uk  This web site has become increasingly successful this year since its 

inception in April.  The Webmaster is a volunteer on the Forest and has offered to give us a 

separate section on the web site in addition to what we already have.  This is a golden opportunity 

and he would manage this section which is even better!  Participation in this web site means that not 

only is the society publicised to the 40 or so ‘members’ but we are also global! 

●Stort Valley Project.  This is a group based in Sawbridgeworth, having an interest in environmental 

projects between Spellbrook and Harlow Mill. Some of their members have attended our meetings 

and they would welcome shared links.  In this way we may, later on, be able to continue our interests 

in the Stort Valley and help out with their projects. 

●it is proposed to have much closer links with the Herts Natural History Society which would 

indirectly promote and publicise our county-based activities. 

 

The committee is proposing a re launch of the society in the new year.  The Hatfield Forest Property 

Manager – Ade Clarke, and the National Trust Biodiversity Officer, Stuart Warrington are both 

prepared to attend a launch meeting in order to give us their support.  It is intended to write an 

article for the local newspaper as well as having as much poster publicity as possible.  Full details and 

information would of course be publicised on the  stortvalleywild  web site. 

The list of projects which we may take on or choose from are listed as follows:- 

 

 

1. An Oxlip Survey.  The Forest is right on the edge of Oxlip country, but what is their status 

in the Forest, and how are they being affected by the deer population? 

2. New pollards are being created on the Forest to replace veteran trees.  How are they 

developing? Is the current policy and management being successful? 

3. What is the status of the reptile and amphibian population? 

4. How healthy is the lake and which dragonflies and damsel flies still live there? 

5. There is a national decline in hedgehog numbers. What is the status of the hedgehog 

population on the Forest? 

6. The Big Nut Hunt will collect Hazel nuts to be taken home and grown into seedlings. There is 

a plan to replant and regenerate a section of the Forest which has become badly degraded.  

The help of the society would be invaluable here. 

7. Are there actually any dormice living on the Forest? How does current woodland management 

suit them? 

8. What is the fallow deer population? There are novel ways of assessing numbers. What is 

their impact on tree regeneration? 

http://www.stortvalleywild.co.uk/


9. Surprisingly, there is no base-line data on the effects of coppicing so in spite of it going on 

nobody can really give any hard facts about its success or otherwise.  Is it being done in the 

best way? 

10. It is planned to have joint meetings with the Essex Bat Group, the Forest is increasingly 

being seen to host a wide variety of species. 

 

I think you will see that the opportunities are exciting and virtually endless.  The main point is 

that we might hope they would have popular appeal and certainly the results would be valued in 

the future management of the Forest.   

Please note that in this there is no suggestion that we cease being the Bishops Stortford Natural 

History Society. We still need to maintain our interest in the Stort Valley, I also think it is 

important to retain our tradition and identity. I should like to propose that members with 

particular interests ‘head up’ groups and develop that interest. In the past this has proved to be 

very successful. The group leader need not be an expert, but be interested and willing to be the 

point of contact for that particular topic- there may be only one or two people involved. These 

people could take on mini-projects which would give a focus for their interests and hopefully 

encourage others.  I should be prepared to cover microscopy, freshwater life and sound 

recording, are there any other offers before I ask?  Once again your support here is vital if 

we are to keep the society moving forward. If you believe that Natural History has a place 

in our home area then please keep supporting and participating! 

 

Finally, we really need people to keep on coming to meetings at the new venue.  It would make 

sense for people not only to ‘buddy-up’ on transport for the sake of parking and the environment 

but also to help people out who may have transport difficulties. If you would like a lift or can 

offer transport please fill in the enclosed slip, post it to me, give me a call on 01279 600726 or e-

mail coppicereed@hotmail.com. 

    


